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Rationale behind the Knowledge for Innovation 
Development Partnership

The UK textile Industry is facing the challenge 
of moving from ‘competing on relatively low 
costs to competing on value and innovation’
The UK has the potential for early and high 
impact in niches areas
K4I will enable this to happen by focusing on 
skills and knowledge



Knowledge for Innovation Development 
Partnerships 2 Main Objectives

The development of the Knowledge Bank –
an online learning system which will enable 
SMEs to take advantage of the latest 
academic and technical knowledge.
The creation of the Industry Innovation Unit –
a team of experts researching ways in which 
SMEs can take advantage of new technology 
and learn to innovate. 



Equal Activities

Knowledge Bank

•WLB
•EO

Innovation
Process Feedback

Knowledge for Innovation Knowledge for Innovation 

Overview of how the project operates.Overview of how the project operates.



Objective 1: The Knowledge Bank 

Bespoke learning environment 
The first module ‘Knitting Technology’ has 
been produced 
Awareness raising, Equal Opportunities and 
Scan2knit modules are currently in production
Specific Knowledge will be managed via 
secure premier login sites



Objective 2: The Industry Innovation Unit

The unit is established 
Work with the Industrial Associates 
Clusters are being developed 
9 industrial associates
10 Patents have been filed
6 patents are under development 
6-7 patents have assigned or licensed



Industry Innovation Unit Case study: 
Scan2Knit Technology

The Scan2Knit development partnership
Industrial partner Advanced Therapeutic 
Materials Ltd, (ATM)
The uses of Scan2Knit technology
As a treatment for Venous Leg Ulcers







Rib_3D

Rib_fabric



http://www.k4i.org.uk/app_images/an/interlock_structure.swf


Interactive objects

Adobe Acrobat 
7.0 Document

Interactive 3D pdf’s enable 
investigation of knit structures. 

A facility to manipulate images 
assists understanding of fabric 
properties.



Further Development of Flash animations

Considerable effort is 
currently being devoted to 
the development of 
complex technical 
illustrations to explain 
difficult concepts such as 
robbing-back



Once the diagram is 
created as a template the 
next stage is to develop 
Flash animations to help 
the student understand the 
concept

Click to view animation
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Comments or questions? 

Thank you. 
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